This is what you thought!
Update on Progress towards the Castle Acre Neighbourhood Plan.
In July a questionnaire will be circulated to you and we would encourage everyone to complete and return this so
that we can then develop the policies and guidelines that will feature in the final document
The basis for the questions you will be asked in the questionnaire comes from the comments made during the
Consultation Event held on May 2nd which 87 people attended. The event itself was seen by many to be a great
opportunity to express their ideas and to be positively involved.
To keep you updated, below is a summary of the views expressed at that Consultation Event. The seven topics
were chosen by attendees as important to include in Castle Acre's Neighbourhood Plan.
The next stage of the Neighbourhood plan is to find out your views on a number of issues.This helps ensure that the
information we are working from is as detailed and as representative as possible.
LCommunity. A resident states that 'Castle Acre is a good place to live but not perfect'.
Some residents embrace newcomers and what they contribute whilst others feel that the village has a developing
imbalance of newcomers against established residents. This is attributed by many to the lack of affordable and
appropriate housing for locals and or the restricted job opportunities. There is also a feeling that 'new blood' is
needed in the village to avoid a sedentary decline.
It is the view of some that inappropriate development could damage the essence of the village; the sense of
community could be further diminished by in influx of second home owners, empty properties and the inability of
locals to afford the newer houses. It is felt that there could be more clubs and activities for a range of ages
organised within the village; in terms of youngsters this could help offset anti-social behaviour.
2. Environment. Castle Acre is generally viewed as picturesque and unspoilt although perhaps threatened by the
style of potential new development. The Castle Acre Conservation Area is protecting the historic village but infill and
fringe development are of concern to some. Traffic is seen as
a threat to natural habitats such as the SSSI at the ford river
crossing.
An increase in traffic could present an increased Health and
Safety risk whilst also increasing pollution. Littering presents
a problem in some areas whilst dog fouling is a major antisocial concern. Waste and dog poo bins need to be
increased in number.
Dark skies are appreciated by stargazers.
The 'character" of the village is seen as a real strength and
future development should be managed to avoid its erosion.
Careful consideration to traffic and parking management is
important.
Fanning contributes greatly to the rural feel of Castle Acre, providing green views away from the village and helping
to contain sprawling development thus helping to preserve the sense of village.
In general terms the community is keen to ensure good ongoing management of the historical and natural assets of
Castle Acre and to uphold the principles of conservation, especially in the village centre.
3. Leisure and Tourism. Countryside, village greens, the church, the river, historical sites, the playing field are
listed as significant attractors to Castle A a e . The artistic and musical events at the much appreciated village hall
are enjoyed by residents, their guests and visitors too.
Tourism is seen by some as a real asset to the village that should be encouraged and built upon. However
poor/limited parking provision, toilet facilities and signposting mean that the arrival of visitors can cause problems
within the village, a view expressed by others. The demise of hospitality venues, pubs, tearooms, etc is seen as a
potential threat to the life of the village and some residents are keen to see a revival of these types of amenity for
residents and tourists alike. Whilst many villagers enjoy the status of tourist destination there are some who feel that
a large number of visitors are an inconvenience.
4. Businesses. The local shop/post office is praised by many in the village for its wonderful service. The tearoom
is also much liked for the food and atmosphere although many feel that a seven day per week provision within the
village is needed to meet local and tourist demand. The pub is also liked by a number of residents but there is
concern that it could find itself under threat.
Poor internet provision in the village is a problem for encouraging businesses and work from home enterprises. A
greater diversity of businesses would be welcomed. Investment in and the support of local business is necessary to
build the commercial base within the village.

S.lnfrastructure. This issue generates much comment of a diverse nature. On the one hand there is good current
provision in terms of recycling, rubbish collection, a local shop, a tearoom, a playground and the school. On the
other hand some villagers express the need for a medical facility, more shops with greater variety, more school
places, pubs, public toilets, tearooms, etc. Street lighting is deemed intrusive by some who would prefer some being
turned off and or low level pavement lighting. Post office services are key within the village and must be retained at
all cost. The current broadband provision is either mediocre or very poor as are mobile signals.
Parking provision is inadequate especially close to amenities and historic buildings.
The supply of water according to some is poor in terms of pressure and quality (over chlorination). Some would like
a natural gas service. There is general consensus that sewage services are inadequate, with the need to promote
the connection of all new homes, to a mains system. Surface water and inadequate drainage is causing problems
especially in heavy downpours. Some feel the electricity supply via overhead cables is an intrusion to the
appearance of the village. Road structure and systems may not cope with the increased traffic that development
might bring with it.
New technologies need to be promoted - not something the Borough Council appears keen on! Wind power, solar
energy, etc are again not wholly compatible with the conservation ethos and a compromise may be necessary. All
utilities need reviewing for capacity when considering new developments.
e.Traffic. On the positive side there is generally little traffic and road noise,
However, there is the potential for this to change with development. Speeding
through the village and on the outlying roads is a concern and speed limit
alterations and traffic calming have been suggested.
Another worry is the frequent use of the roads and the Bailey Gate by oversized
vehicles; some larger vehicles are also damaging the verges. Our roads are
narrow and prone to congestion once obstructed, so exceeding the speed limits is
potentially far more dangerous when combined with some poor visibility issues.
Castle Acre is used as a 'rat-run" which is to be detenred or stopped especially for
larger vehicles.
A Sunday bus service would appreciated by some. Some think that the bus
service could be improved with more direct links to neighbouring towns e.g.
Fakenham on a Thursday for example.
Improving parking facility for all seems to be very high on the public agenda.
Parking becomes an inconvenience for residents on Stocks Green and Bailey
Street especially during the summer and holiday periods.
The South Acre ford needs to be sorted out; frequent abuse by vehicles of the river and SSSI is a threat to wildlife.
7.Housing and Development. New development is an area where a range of views were expressed. Some prefer
buildings that reflect the 'Norfolk" style with the use of traditional materials whilst others would like to see more
innovative design. Eco features, such as water harvesting, solar panels, modern heating systems, etc, ought to be
considered in all new build.
There is great support for the Conservation Area and the impact it has on preserving the character of the village.
There is a view that the older houses look attractive and some newer properties are in keeping... but it's not an
opinion shared by all. Concerns were expressed about infill/backyard development in and close to the Conservation
Area, this type of development, which by its nature, is often ad-hoc must be rigorously controlled and fit with the
village plan as a whole whilst also considering neighbouring properties more.
The "lack of affordable housing for locals" is a concern expressed by many as is the view that the increased number
of executive and larger style homes is not catering for the local market/need. There is a fear that the average age
of the population is increasing and that new development must encourage both families and the young to either
remain in or move to Castle Acre. Because many younger locals cannot afford the smaller properties they are being
purchased as rental businesses, which sometimes prices them above the affordable local market value, or they are
languishing, largely empty as 2nd/holiday homes. There is a poor supply of mid range, two or three bedroomed
houses and single storey accommodation.
The village needs to be as involved as possible with ongoing development, trying to guarantee that needs are met
and desirable locations for development are selected. The need for social housing, shared ownership, and access
for local youngsters to the housing market, etc must be addressed. The move to working from home premises is a
developing trend and ought to be embodied in future design.
New build must not put pressure on providing good utilities and developers' profits via executive homes need to be
contained.
This is a representative selection of views expressed at the Consultation Event. The Steering Group are
grateful for these contributions to assist in the development of the Plan, Thank you.

